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Report 



Abstract of JP21 05271 

PURPOSE:To simplify the separation of a 
halftone dot area having a large number of 
lines by measuring the edge density at a local 
area including a noted picture element and 
deciding an attribute as a halftone dot picture 
element when the edge density exceeds the 
prescribed threshold value. 
CONSTITUTION:An edge density detecting 
means 11 of a block 10 counts the picture 
elements which are decided as the edges by 
an edge extracting filter at a local area 
including a noted picture element. Then the 
counted number of edges are compared with 
the threshold value TH by a comparator 12. 
When the number of edges exceeds the TH, 
the attribute of the noted picture element is 
supplied to one of both input terminals of an 
OR circuit 30 as a halftone dot candidate. 
While the binalization 22 is carried out at a 
block 20 after an edge emphasizing process 
21. Then a pattern matching process 23 is 
carried out with a prepared halftone dot pattern 
at the block 20 to decide whether the noted 
picture element is equal to a halftone dot 
candidate or not. The noted picture element is 
supplied to the other input terminal of the 
circuit 30. The circuit 30 confirms a halftone 
dot candidate as long as the noted picture 
element is decided as a halftone dot candidate 
at one of its input terminals. In the case no 
halftone dot candidate is decided at both 
terminals, the attribute data serving as a non- 
halftone dot candidate is sent to a correction 
means 40 which performs the correction based 
on the peripheral information. 
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